THE BATTLE ON THE OURCQ   167

" I request a decision as to whether the centre of the
Army is to hold the Aisne line or not. An offensive of
the left wing towards Fismes, or even merely an energetic
support of the right wing of the Seventh Army, is only
possible if the line of the Aisne is held. A withdrawal
of the First Army, ' in a direction due north/ in face of
the enemy immediately opposed to it, would place the
Seventh and Second Armies in an exceptionally dangerous
situation. The strong forces of the enemy, which until
now Lave been held by the First Army, would gain a
free hand for further operations.

"Taking everything into consideration, I think it
preferable for the First Army to hold on to the Aisne
position for the time being, with its left flank sup-
porting the Seventh Army, and its right wing bent back,
with the IX. Reserve Corps echeloned north of the
Oise, as soon as the threatened enveloping attack has
been repulsed. If a more extensive echelon formation
is ordered, it can only be carried out by fresh forces, or
else by giving up the line of the Aisne, in which case
it should be borne in mind that strong enemy forces are
close up to the First Army on the whole of its front;
and if the idea of withdrawing due north is persisted in,
it cannot be combined with an offensive of the left wing,
or with the duty of protecting the flank of the Seventh
and Second Armies.

" (Signed)   VON KLUCK."

The temporary subordination of Armies to the com-
mander of a neighbouring Army will seldom be found to
diminish or terminate a strategical or high tactical
crisis, and the better course in such a case would have
been for the Supreme Command to intervene, and place
the three wing Armies under one, or the senior. Com-